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"electric" effect was produced by merely sprinkling the
surface of a single texture proof with farina powder before
being cold cured.
As chloride of sulphur in contact with moisture tends to
decompose with the formation of hydrochloric acid, it is
usual in order to destroy any traces of acidity to expose the
cured cloth to the vapour of ammonia, an operation involving
very little extra expense or trouble. Stoving in a moderate
heat is often resorted to in order to dissipate traces of
chemical vapours which cause the proofed cloth to smell.
This is not, however, very effective, and it is better to use a
purified naphtha for dissolving the rubber where compara-
tively odourless results are aimed at.
So much for the curing process used almost universally
up to 1884. At this date Waddington patented his Dry-
Heat vulcanizing stove, which has since been very generally
adopted for double textures, the rubber proofing having
been found to withstand heat and cold to a much greater
degree than was the case with the older process, though
this, it must be understood, is by no means extinct, finding
still very general use for thin single textures, especially
those which have been colour printed and which are too
delicate to stand the heat of the stove. Theoretically
Waddington's patent involved no new principle in the treat-
ment of the rubber. It was merely the adaptation of the
well-known sulphur vulcanizing process to proofed cloth.
In the cold-cure process there is, of course, no necessity to
have any sulphur in the rubber, but in the dry-heat
method sulphur has to be incorporated with the rubber,
this being spread in the usual way. The roll of proofed
cloth is then taken to the stove, which consists essentially